Summary of key discussions at Anti-Poverty workshop held on 29th March 2010.
· The workshop was chaired by Ms Simi Siwisa.  Members were provided a high level background on the Anti-Poverty strategy. It was mentioned that three areas would be considered and that BUSA’s role will be to facilitate discussions on the agricultural sector, SMME’s and the financial services.
· There were presentations made by Mr John Purchase of the Agriculture Business Chamber and Mr Dawie Maree of AgriSA. Copies of these presentations will be circulated to members. 
· The presenters informed the workshop on the current initiatives that were being undertaken by their respective organizations. Mr Purchase gave a good background to the workshop by giving data on the current agricultural situation in South Africa. For example, agriculture in the country has grown at less than 1% per capita annually; this has a direct impact on economic growth and poverty alleviation objectives.
· Mr Purchase mentioned that South African agriculture is the second least supported  in the world in terms of incentives and greater support is required to improve the livelihoods of the poor. 

· A general discussion followed the presentation. Issues raised include: questions around support for emerging farmers; the importance of education; access to capital, access to technology and access to markets.  These measures would go a long way in improving productivity of the agricultural sector. 
· It was raised that national food security was not an immediate crisis, but rather the crisis was at household food security level. The BUSA document would be amended to contextualise this fact. 
· It was agreed that the presentation was useful for background context, and that further research was required to develop BUSA approach. 
· Members also called for greater partnerships with the various stakeholders including government and the private sector in order to support this initiative.  There was also a call for increased monitoring and evaluation of these various projects.  The issue of corruption was identified as the greatest impediment to progress in the agricultural sector. 
· It was stated that transformation inthe agricultural sector needed to be addressed. This would provide a further impetus for government support. 
· The chair then identified five areas that members should focus their energies on, these are;
· How do we enhance our support to the emerging farmers

· Education and training

· Market readiness

· How financial services can assist the agricultural sector

· Monitoring and evaluation

· On the issue of enhanced partnership, Prof Mazwai suggested the involvement of the Department of Agriculture, the provincial government as well as institutions of higher learning.

· Mr Matabane also informed the meeting that the poverty strategy is driven by the office of the Deputy President and that an invitation must be extended to the Office in order for  that office to brief BUSA and give guidance to the members.

· The chair thanked all for coming and especially Mr Purchase and Mr Maree who made the presentations for their input. The next meeting will be held in about two weeks time and proposed dates will be circulated to the members. 

Follow up areas.
· Prof Mazwai, Kganki, Simi and Roland will meet to discuss the research aspect and steps that should be taken to ensure that we meet the June deadline.
· Time lines should be taken into consideration and meetings every two weeks
· A meeting to be held with the person responsible for the Anti-poverty strategy in the office of the Deputy President.
